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societies that have survived in the struggle for existence,
the impulse of curiosity has not been strong enough to
make head against these repressive measures. For the
strength of the social sanctions, derived from the belief
in the supernatural powers and from the awe and reverence
excited by the ideas of these powers, was a main condition
of the strength and stability of society; and no society
has been able to survive in any severe and prolonged
conflict of societies, without some effective system of
such sanctions. Hence we find a survival of the primitive
predominance of the magical conception of causation
only among peoples such as the natives of Australia,
which, owing to their peculiar geographical conditions,
have never been subjected to any severe process of group-
selection. While all societies that have made any con-
siderable progress in civilisation have been enabled to do
so only in virtue of the stability they derived from their
system of supernatural sanctions.

Hence the age-long, inevitable, and radical antagonism
between the conservative spirit of religion and the pro-
gressive spirit of inquiry. The progress of mankind has
only been rendered possible by their coexistence and
conjoint operation. In the main, those societies which, in
virtue of the strength and social efficiency of their system
of supernatural beliefs and sanctions, have been most
stable and capable of enduring, have been least tolerant
of the spirit of inquiry, and therefore least progressive;
on the other hand, the flourishing of scepticism has been
too often the forerunner of social decay, as in ancient
Greece and Rome. Continued progress has been rendered
possible only by the fact that the gains achieved by the
spirit of inquiry have survived the dissolution of the
societies in which they have been achieved (and to which
that spirit has proved fatal) through becoming imitatively
taken up into the culture of societies in which the con-
servative spirit continued to predominate.

At the present time it may seem that in one small
quarter of the world, namely, Western Europe, society
has achieved an organisation so intrinsically stable tha|
it may with impunity tolerate the flourishing of the spiril